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Welcome 
This newsletter is designed to share questions, queries, 

feedback and any news regarding PIPS.

Staff Announcements

Updates from the PIPS Coordinator

Welcome again to all our PIPS schools for 2011.

A few changes to the program this year, we hope everyone is 

taking advantage of the Rhyming section now as an optional 

assessment.  We received a lot of feedback about this section, 

so it’s back and available for anyone wanting to assess students 

with it.

We’ve also created some short tutorial videos designed to run 

through key processes within the program. These videos will 

give you extra information on tasks you may be having trouble 

with, or if you would simply like to double check you’re doing 

everything right. Keep an eye on our website 

www.education.uwa.edu.au/pips for these!

Cheers,

Vivienne Pepper

vivienne.pepper@uwa.edu.au 

From the PIPS Research Officer

Hello to all our PIPS schools for 2011!

Our focus this year has been squarely on IDEAS+.  We want to 

make sure every school knows it is available, and understands 

all the great things it lets you do with your data.  You devote a 

lot of time to the PIPS assessment, and it’s important that you 

get as much from that investment as you can.

Feedback from IDEAS+ workshops has been resoundingly 

positive, so if you can get along to one, please do!

Kind regards,

Jo Faulkner

joanne.faulkner@uwa.edu.au

Who used PIPS in 2011?

This year saw 635 schools undertake PIPS testing across 

Australia. Over 24,000 students have been assessed so far.

We look forward to welcoming still more schools in 2012.  The 

PIPS Baseline assessment provides a valuable tool for planning 

in the classroom, and monitoring school wide trends over the 

years.

 
 
 
Reminder!  
Undertake the Final Assessment between:

ACT 24th October-4th November

NSW, QLD, TAS, VIC, NT 17th October-28th October

WA 17th October-28th October

Using the Optional Rhyming Assessment

The Rhyming section is now available as an Optional 

Assessment. It can be undertaken after the Main Assessment 

has been completed. Results are available on the student 

report. To view the student report  you will need to highlight 

the student you wish to view, then click “Reports” in the 

appropriate section (either First of Final). The Rhyming scores 

are on page 2 of the report document.

The Rhyming Assessment can be a valuable addition to the 

Phonics assessment items, and we’re pleased to include it once 

again to augment the PIPS Assessment.

Using AusPIPS 

Don’t forget that PIPS feedback is only available on our AusPIPS 

website and will need to be downloaded by schools. Your ID 

and password will be on the inside cover of this year’s PIPS 

Manual. All previous years’ files are also hosted on the AusPIPS 

website, so you can download prior feedback any time you 

wish to.
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 Project Director: Professor Helen Wildy
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Visit our website to download this newsletter or find out

more info on PIPS from:

http://www.education.uwa.edu.au/pips/



What is this IDEAS+ feedback I recieved?

Every PIPS contact recieved a package of IDEAS+ information 

to their email address.  If you are a teacher, and have not seen 

yours, please check with the PIPS contact for your school.

Your IDEAS+ information pack contained:

The IDEAS+ file for your school• 

Individual student reports for each student assessed• 

An information booklet on working with IDEAS+• 

The package is designed to give you an overview of the things 

you can do in the IDEAS+ program.  The program is an Excel file 

which enables you to get in and play with your data.  Some of 

the features are:

The ability to sort your data in any way you like• 

The ability to filter your data, to compare classes, years • 

and groups

The ability to hightlight data in different colours to make • 

for easy comparison.

The ability to create custom groups for any purpose you • 

may have.

You will need to download a copy of IDEAS+ each time you 

recieve new feedback.  IDEAS+ is available on the AusPIPS 

website.  

If you are keen to learn more - have a look in the PIPS Manual 

or head along to an IDEAS+ workshop.

Changes to PIPS for 2011

After the new items were introduced in 2010, we conducted 

a survey and gathered your responses and reactions.  We 

formulated a plan to repsond to these concerns for 2011, 

and you will see a number of alterations in the 2011 program 

reflecting those changes that you asked for.  

Behind the scenes, our more strenuous quality assurance • 

procedures further reduce the risk of there being any 

issues with the operation of the program.

As planned, the program voice is consistent throughout, • 

and much louder in 2011.

The rhyming section appears once again in 2011.  It seems • 

many of you have taken advantage of this optional section.

The Phonics section is shorter now, with some items • 

omitted that proved not to fit well during our trials last 

year.  More data has now been gathered about the fit of 

these new Phonics items, and our belief that they are a 

good reflection of your students Phonics ability is even 

stronger.

We enjoyed the opportunity to work with you on the 

improvements to the PIPS program over the last few years.  

We are confident that the program is now even more useful in 

providing valid and reliable baseline data for your students in 

the year prior to Year 1.

Continuing to build student profiles with InCAS
The Interactive Computerised Assessment System (InCAS) tool allows you to continue gathering computerised assessment 

data on students right through to Year 10.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For more information, visit our website

www.education.uwa.edu.au/incas

or send an email

joanne.faulkner@uwa.edu.au

Students can be profiled on:
 Reading

  Word recognition

  Word decoding

  Spelling

  Comprehension
 Mathematics

  General maths

  Mental arithmetic
 Developed Ability

  Picture vocabulary

  Non-verbal ability


